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. COMMENTS OF
PIEDMONT RURAL TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, INC.,
WEST CAROLINA RURAL TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, INC. AND
FARMERS TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, INC.

The Piedmont Rural Telephone Cooperative, Inc. ("Piedmont
Rural"), West Carolina Rural Telephone Cooperative, Inc. ("West
Carolina Rural"), and Farmers Telephone Cooperative, Inc.
("Farmers") hereby jointly submit their comments in response to the
Commission’s Notice of Proposed Rule Making and Tentative Decision
in the captioned proéeeding, FCC 92-333, released August 14, 1992
("Notice"). All three companies are small local exchange carriers
that provide state-of-the-art telecommunications to their
customers. Piedmont Rural serves over 9,000 customers in rural
portions of Laurens, Spartanburg, Union, and Abbeville Counties in
South cCarolina. West Carolina Rural serves approximately 9,000
customers in rural portions of Anderson, Abbeville, and McCormick
Counties in South Carolina. Farmers serves approximately 39,000

customers in rural portions of Sumter, Lee, Clarendon, Williamsburg

am—

NOQV&&”%G QZ! 2

LstABCDE

-



and Florence Counties in South Carolina.

Piedmont Rural, West Carolina Rural, and Farmers strongly urge
the Commission to allow full local exchange carrier participation
in personal communications services ("PCS"). Local exchange
carriers should not be denied participation in the provision of
advanced telecommunications technology to their customers. To do
so would be equal to denying them access to digital switching
technology, fiber optic technology, or any other advancement in the
state-of-the-art of telecommunications technology. For the same
reasons that local exchange carriers should fully participate in
PCS, such entities with limited partnerships or minority interests
in cellular licenses should not be excluded from full participation

in PCS.

Piedmont Rural, West Carolina Rural, and Farmers oppose the
options advanced in the Notice of national and regional licenses
for PCS. Rather, the geographic service areas for PCS should be
MSAs and RSAs. This will allow quicker deployment of PCS in non-
metropolitan areas. Also, the Commission should allocate five
spectrum blocks of 20 MHz each in every market, with one such block
reserved for the local exchange carriers that have exchange service
area in a given MSA or RSA. Particular attention for such a
spectrum reserve should be given to those local exchange carriers
in RSAs, with a grant of spectrum for them to provide PCS within

their locale exchange service areas.



Finally, Piedmont Rural, West Carolina Rural, and Farmers
oppose spectrum auctions. Rather, an improved lottery system
should be created to reduce speculation and increase the speed of

PCS deployment.

WHEREFORE, Piedmont Rural Telephone Cooperative, Inc., West
Carolina Rural Telephone Cooperative, Inc., and Farmers Telephone
Cooperative, Inc. respectfully submit the above Comments for the

Commissions’s consideration.

Respectfully submitted,

PIEDMONT RURAL TELEPHONE
COOPERATIVE, INC.

WEST CAROLINA RURAL TELEPHONE
COOPERATIVE, INC.

FARMERS TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, INC.

John Bowen,
John W. Hunter

McNair Law Firm, P.A.

1155 Fifteenth Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005
(202) 659-3900

Their Attorneys
November 9, 1992



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Shannon G. Eubanks, hereby certify that a copy of the
foregoing Comments of Piedmont Rural Telephone Cooperative, Inc.,
West Carolina Rural Telephone Cooperative, Inc., and Farmers
Telephone Cooperative, Inc. was mailed, postage prepaid, first-
class United States mail, this ninth day of November, 1992, to the

parties on the attached list.

Shannon G. Eubanks
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